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BUSINESS MEN IN POLITICS. 

BY THE HON. WARNER MILLER, EX-UNITED STATES SENATOR 
FROM NEW YORK. 



Our form of government gives the right to all to participate 
in it, and assumes that all will do so. 

Government is a science — the highest science : it has to do 
with business affairs : without government we are barbarians ; 
with good government we are progressive, enlightened, educated, 
prosperous, and happy peoples. 

Our government is founded on the theory that that is the best 
which proceeds directly from the people governed. The science 
of government is most intricate. Philosophers and statesmen 
have studied it for centuries ; yet but few of its fundamental 
principles have been determined so conclusively as to command 
universal acceptance. As governments are so closely connected 
with the happiness and prosperity of the people, it follows that 
those who administer them should be not only patriotic, but skilled 
in the science of government by a thorough course of training and 
study. 

The science of government has been greatly neglected in the 
past in all of our schools and colleges ; only lately has it been in- 
cluded in the curriculum of a few of our public schools. The 
fundamental principles of our government should be taught in all 
our high-schools and colleges. Much of the present disorder and 
unsettled condition of affairs in this country is due to an imper- 
fect understanding or comprehension of the duties and powers of 
the government. Many wild and communistic theories are advo- 
cated by people who may be sincere and honest, according to 
their lights, but who would never think of entertaining them had 
they had the advantages of a careful education regarding the cor- 
rect fundamental principles of government. Anarchism, social- 
ism, communism, nihilism, and all forms of pernicious doctrines 
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flourish in despotic countries, where the people are purposely 
kept in ignorance of the science of government, and are not per- 
mitted to have any voice in the management of affairs. Such 
autocratic rulers will always be confronted with these hostile and 
dangerous elements so long as they continue the policy of keeping 
their people in ignorance. Intelligence is the greatest of 
civilizers. Let the masses of the people of a country be educated, 
and I will show you a well-governed state. 

We are not free from socialism, anarchism, and their kin- 
dred evils in this country, but we have them here in less ag- 
gravated forms. Our atmosphere is not conducive to their growth 
ou this side of the water. That these false doctrines can obtain 
any foothold here at all must be taken as an evidence that many 
of our people are totally lacking in understanding of the true prin- 
ciples of the science of government. They should be educated 
as to what the government ought and ought not to do. We have 
not attained the highest stage of development in the science of 
government. We have different parties advocating different 
theories of taxation and other ideas and principles. Probably 
we shall never see the time when everybody will say : " At last 
our government is perfect. We cannot improve on it in any 
way." But the more our people are educated in the fundamental 
principles of government, the higher will be our standard and the 
greater will be our prosperity and happiness. The wild and in- 
considerate legislation which is to-day found in many of our 
legislative bodies would disappear with the more extensive educa- 
tion of the people. Therefore, I say, let the fundamental princi- 
ples of government be included in the curriculum of all our 
schools, colleges, and universities, the same as any of the other 
necessary branches of learning. It is the most important subject 
that can be taught to the rising generation. 

One frequently hears it asserted that the government should 
step in and regulate the rate of wages, and do this and do that, 
exercising a paternal supervision over the people. That is all 
wrong. One of the good effects of a more liberal education of 
the masses of the people regarding the fundamental principles of 
government would be to do away with many of these false doc- 
trines. Capital and labor have mutual rights which should be 
respected. The freedom of contract between one man and an- 
other should not be disturbed. 
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The theory sometimes advanced that any man is fit to hold a 
public office is erroneous. The men who hold office under the 
city, State, or nation should have ability and especial fitness for 
their respective positions. The reason why we have had more 
lawyers than any other class in public places in the past is be- 
cause their training made them more familiar with the art of 
government ; and they were perhaps better qualified to grapple 
with the legal and constitutional questions arising during the 
last twenty or thirty years than men in any other walk of life. 

But there is no longer any necessity or reason for giving the 
preference to lawyers in selecting men to hold our public offices 
and to represent us in our legislatures. We have arrived at a 
time when all the great fundamental and constitutional questions 
are practically settled, and they are not in politics now to any 
extent. There are no constitutional questions requiring the 
presence of a Webster or a Judge Story in our national councils ; 
they have all been settled and are out of the way. 

The great problems for the present generation of statesmen to 
exercise their talents on are commercial and business questions. 
We have reached an era in our development, it seems to me, when 
the purely professional men should be succeeded in both our State 
and national legislatures by practical and experienced business 
men. They are more competent to deal with the live questions 
of the hour than any other class. On a purely legal constitu- 
tional question I should prefer to have the judgment of a Webster 
or a Story, but on a commercial or business matter the opinion of 
a practical business man would be worth more than the verdict of 
the highest legal talent possible to obtain. 

The men who are engaged in manufacturing, commerce, and 
transportation, being intelligent and educated men, are more 
competent to pass upon questions relating to their business than 
professional men who are not connected with those industries. 
The whole question of government to-day seems to me to be 
of constitutional rights under the law, taxation, and the develop 
ment of the industries of the country. Certainly a business man 
is fully as competent to consider these questions as any lawyer, 
no matter how gifted, who has no practical acquaintance with 
our great industries — if, indeed, he is not more competent. 
Questions like the settlement and opening of lands in the West, 
the tariff, mining, and marine, can be acted on more intelligently 



BUSINESS MEN IN POLITICS. 579 

by men who have been made familiar with these subjects by their 
education and experience than by any other class, no matter 
what their attainments may be. 

In short, a great country like ours should have men represent- 
ing all the great industries in all of its legislative bodies, both 
in the State and in the nation. For the next generation, at least, 
good common-sense business men can be of infinitely more service 
to the country in our legislatures than almost any class of pro- 
fessional men ; and this can be said without disparagement of any 
one. 

The one class which it seems to me desirable to retire perma- 
nently and for all time is the professional politician. He has cer- 
tainly outlived his usefulness, if he ever had any — which I seriously 
doubt. To the professional politician we are indebted for the 
worst and most pernicious legislation on our statute-books. He 
has no desire to serve his country, and be probably never ex- 
perienced a single patriotic impulse in his life. He is in politics 
for what there is in it for him personally and for his friends. 
On all matters affecting the general welfare of the people and the 
prosperity of the country he does not consult Irs constituents as to 
what their wishes in the premises may be ; he does not even consult 
himself, but obeys blindly, and with a fidelity worthy of a better 
cause, the orders of some party boss who sits behind the screen 
pulling the wires. Such a spectacle is very distressing, and most 
humiliating to all lovers of honest and clean government. The 
American people are long-suffering, but I believe they have ar- 
rived at a point where they are about to deal with the purely pro- 
fessional politician as he deserves. His continuation in public life 
is a disgrace to the country. 

It is gratifying to note that there are signs of the downfall of 
the professional politician and his creator, the party boss, already 
in the air. The deliverance cannot come too soon for the general 
good of the country. Business men are gradually making their 
appearance in all of our legislative bodies. 

I realize, of course, that the average business man cannot give 
much time to becoming a candidate for and holding office, but 
none should be excused from the primary work of seeing that 
good men are nominated and elected. And there are a few busi- 
ness men to be found in every community who have achieved 
success and who can afford to accept public positions. Too much 
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importance cannot be attached to the work to be done at the 
primaries. There is where the professional politician is strongest. 
He has held his own for many years through his diligent work at 
the primaries. They are his stronghold. Once driven out and 
defeated at the primaries, the retirement of the professional 
politicians to private life will be a comparatively easy matter. 
Above all, therefore, business men should give their attention to 
primary politics. 

If the business man looks at it from a selfish stand-point alone, 
he must take this view, for in no other way can he protect his 
interests so well. He may reason that it is better to pay the extra 
taxation brought about by the pernicious legislation of the pro- 
fessional politician than to neglect his business. But if he follows 
this course, he may discover, when, perhaps, it is too late, that his 
business has been ruined by the politicians. A government like 
ours is supposed to look after each class alike, and therefore all 
classes should be represented in it. 

Every industry and commercial interest should be fairly and 
equitably represented in our legislative halls. Just now, when 
business and commercial questions are uppermost in the public 
mind, there is a necessity for a larger number of practical busi- 
ness men in our legislatures than of representatives of any other 
class. 

The influence of business men in our legislative bodies is al- 
ready seen to advantage. Wherever they are found, whether at 
Washington or elsewhere, they will be found to be exercising 
and wielding a marked power in shaping commercial and busi- 
ness legislation. A man who has earned a reputation for sagacity 
in business and financial circles is certain to have weight as a 
member of a legislative body. His fellow-members look np to 
him and defer to him on questions affecting the matters with 
which he is familiar. 

The business man as an office-holder and as a lawmaker is no 
longer an experiment. He has demonstrated to the satisfaction 
of the business world and to all who seriously have the welfare 
of the country at heart that he is a success. If he does not con- 
tinue to increase and multiply in public places, he will have 
nobody to blame except himself. Three-fifths and possibly more 
of the legislation to be enacted in this country for the next 
twenty years will relate to the great commercial and business 
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questions : there is nothing else in sight of more than passing 
importance. 

The situation, then, is : Shall the adjustment and settle- 
ment of these industrial and commercial problems be left to 
men who either have no practical acquaintance with them, or are 
unfitted, by reason of their subserviency to party dictation, to 
consider any question from a high and patriotic stand point, or to 
men who, by training and experience, have acquired a thorough 
mastery of these subjects ? To intelligent and patriotic men of 
all professions and grades there should be but one answer. The 
need of the hour is to retire the professional politician, and with 
him his party " boss," and to place in power men who have a 
deep interest in the welfare of the country. Then, and not 
until then, will the pending industrial and commercial questions 
be settled satisfactorily to the people of the States and the nation. 

"Waeneb Miller. 



